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Sea People: past memories
for sustainable futures




Beginning in the 1920s, the passage from the lugsail
fishing boats to the motorized propulsion system star-
ted radically to change the complex interdependence
between the human and the sea in the coastal towns
of the Italian Middle-Adriatic Sea. For centuries, fisher-
men had been confronted with the vagaries of the sea,
and had developed sophisticated practical knowledge
and magical-religious beliefs to reckon with the perils
of the marine streams, tornadoes and storms. The 1950s
marked a real watershed in the centuries-old history of
the traditional seamanship in Central Italy as the mo-
torboats, in tandem with the new technological devices
for navigation, enabled fishermen to control the radical
unpredictability that had long marked their everyday
worlds and imaginations. On the other hand, the mas-
sive exploitation of the marine resources, made possible
by these technological developments, has triggered un-
precedented transformations. Because of the increasing
degradation of the seafloors, the restrictions imposed
by the European Community to ensure viable fisheries
have posed new challenges for the fishing communities,
who have faced seasons of crisis and now have to en-
vision sustainable futures. The Museo la Regina of Mu-
nicipality of Cattolica (Rimini) has dedicated an entire
section to the local seamanship and, in 2002, realized the
documentary feature ‘Living Archives of the Sea’ (Archi-
vi viventi del mare, Ceschi) based on 14 interviews with
old fishermen. However, the history of the motorization
of the traditional fisheries, embodied in the memories
of a generation of fishermen that is slowly disappearing,
with its socioeconomic and ecological implications,
still needs to be fully recovered. Sea people’s personal
memories are an integral part of an intangible herita-
ge, with deep transregional dimensions, which has the
potential to trigger inter-generational dialogue, to raise
public awareness of historical roots of the present and
to foster the imagination of sustainable futures.
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Introduction

Laura Menin, Associate Researcher, School of Global
Studies University of Sussex - Museo della Regina,
Cattolica (RN)

Vincenzo Matera, Professor, Cultural Anthropology,
Dept. of Cultural Heritage, Bologna University,
Ravenna Campus

Presentation of the Documentary “Living Archives of
the Sea”

Discussion
Filippo Zerilli, Professor, Dipartimento di Scienze
Politiche e Sociali, Universita di Cagliari

Dimitris Dalakoglou, Professor, Chair in Social
Anthropology, Vrije University Amsterdam

Georgeta Stoica, Maitre de conférences en Anthropo-
logie - CUFR Mayotte, Département des Sciences de
l’éducation - Université de la Réunion - Laboratoire
ICARE

Valeria Siniscalchi, Directrice d’études a 'EHESS -
Centre Norbert Elias - Equipe de Marseille

Antonia Pedroso de Lima, Dep. Antropologia - CRIA
- Escola de Ciéncias sociais e Humanas, LISBOA
Portugal



